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As we move into another wonderful chapter of our season, I want to take a moment to celebrate the

tremendous work happening both onstage and behind the scenes. One of the greatest joys of serving

as president is getting to see just how many people come together to make Pull-Tight the special

place that it is.

Come From Away was a remarkable example of that spirit. The talent, energy, heart, and sheer

commitment of the cast and production team were evident in every performance. It was a
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challenging and meaningful story, and our artists embraced it with tremendous professionalism and

passion. I am incredibly proud of everyone who had a hand in bringing this production to our stage,

and I am especially grateful to the audiences who came out to experience it with us.

And now, we are turning our attention toward Dracula: A Comedy of Terrors, and I am trembling with

excitement! After the emotional intensity of Come From Away, I think our audiences are ready for

some laughter, a little mischief, and perhaps a few wonderfully naughty surprises. From everything I

have seen and heard, this cast and production team are ready to have some fun, and I have a feeling

our audiences are going to scream with laughter right along with them.

While our artists are busy preparing for the next show, your board of directors is already looking

ahead. We have begun the work of preparing to select the 2027–2028 season, and there is something

especially exciting about that process. Choosing a season is about much more than selecting titles. It

is about thinking carefully about who we are as a theatre, what stories we want to tell, what will

challenge and entertain our artists, and of course what will bring our audiences through those

doors.

There is a great deal of discussion, research, listening, and planning that goes into building a season,

and I am grateful for the time and thought our playreading committee and board are putting into the

process. We want to create a season that reflects the very best of what Pull-Tight does: telling good

stories, producing good theatre, and creating an experience that makes people want to come back

again and again.  (See our “Did You Know?” section below for more about the playreading committee

and season selection process.)

As I look around Pull-Tight, I see an organization full of talented artists, dedicated volunteers,

generous supporters, enthusiastic audiences, and people who genuinely care about the future of this

theatre. That is something worth celebrating.

Thank you for being part of Pull-Tight Players. Whether you are onstage, backstage, in the audience,

volunteering in the lobby, selling a ticket, building a set, serving on a committee, or simply cheering

us on, YOU are part of what makes this theatre possible.

I am excited to see what comes next!

Myna Sowell

President, Pull-Tight Players

"Because we come from everywhere,

we all come from away."

✈️
Congratulations and heartfelt thanks to the



Cast & Crew of Come From Away

One of the real “plane people,” Kevin Tuerff, whose experience inspired the

character of Kevin T., attended the final dress rehearsal of Come From Away on

August 5th. Even more special, he stayed afterward to share his story and

participate in a talkback with our audience.  Read more about this moving event

HERE.

Tickets on Sale

September 21
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Tickets will sell out fast!

In this comedy described by Broadway World as “the lovechild of Mel Brooks and Monty Python,”

a young woman has fallen ill with a mysterious disease of the blood, a famed female vampire

hunter is on the case, and the world’s most incompetent real estate agent meets the world’s most

infamous vampire. This re-imagining of the gothic Bram Stoker classic is perfect for audiences of

all blood types.

For mature audiences:  At Pull-Tight, we strive to offer a season with a little something for

everyone. Dracula: A Comedy of Terrors is one for the grown-ups, a fast-paced, delightfully campy

comedy filled with playful innuendo and adult humor.

Dracula, A Comedy of Terrors is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals.

Mark your calendar to audition for:

https://www.pull-tight.com/dracula-a-comedy-of-terrors/
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Auditions are Monday and Tuesday, October 5 and 6, 6:30 p.m.

All roles are available. Pull-Tight is committed to diverse and inclusive casting.

Auditions will be held at

Pull-Tight Theatre, 112 2nd Avenue South, Franklin, TN 37064.

For complete audition information, click HERE.

Pull-Tight Season selection starts with the year-long efforts of the Playreading Committee,

currently consisting of 11 committee members:  Lenny West, Chair; Kali Chapas, Elyse Dawson,

Matt Grimes, Forrest Hutchinson, Megan Hutchinson, Steve Mook, Georgia Nicholson, John

Scamardella, Donald Seitz, and Daryle Tallent.

The committee  worked from March to August on an initial round of plays and musicals, reading

scripts and listening to the soundtracks for 37 plays and 20 musicals, which they then whittled

down to 10 plays and 4 musicals that were recommended to board. They then work August

through October reading director submissions, with 10 plays and 4 musicals submitted by 12

potential directors.  Submitting directors make their pitches to the Board of Directors at their

October meeting.

Finally, the Board works to come up with an ideal season of six shows that balance straight

shows with musicals, comedy with drama, classic with contemporary, and provides a little

something for everyone among the wide range of tastes of our patrons.  

https://www.pull-tight.com/auditions-for-my-three-angels/


Volunteer Spotlight

J.T. Landry

J.T. was last seen in August’s Come From Away, and is currently in rehearsal for Dracula: A Comedy of Terrors

What first inspired you to get involved with Pull-Tight, and how long have you been with us?

I was a participant in the arts from an early age, primarily in music, but always had an itch to do

more theater. In the summer of 2007, a friend told me that Pull-Tight was looking for more men

for Hello, Dolly! and that I should message Kyle Rybzyck, the director. I had been aware of Pull-

Tight for a number of years, but being cast and getting involved always seemed an unattainable

goal. "Surely, I don't have the extensive experience necessary." "Surely, they have plenty enough

people." Well, I suppressed those thoughts and nervously reached out, auditioned, was cast in the

ensemble and the rest is history. Pull-Tight has been an integral part of my life for almost 20

years now, and it's hard to imagine it ever wasn't.



Can you share a favorite memory or moment from your time here?

Goodness, there are so, so many. That first show, Hello, Dolly!, holds an extra-special place in my

heart because that show was the beginning of my time with Pull-Tight, and I met people that are

still dear friends today. When I think about favorite memories and moments, I constantly come

back to the people. I have met some of my nearest and dearest through Pull-Tight. and I've had

the privilege of introducing others near and dear to me to Pull-Tight and had the pleasure of

watching them get involved, too. Some of my favorite moments happen offstage, whether it's that

first spark of excitement over a table read and dreaming about all of the wonderful things to

come, or letting your hair down (well, relatively, in my case) at a cast party and laughing about

something that happened at the show. This is a very special place, and I think just about everyone

who walks through the doors can feel that.

What roles or tasks do you enjoy most when volunteering, and why?

I've had the privilege to wear a number of hats during my time volunteering - from acting to

directing to producing to serving on the board, being on the playreading committee, chairing the

banquet, and even costuming. But my most favorite thing to do is to entertain and make people

laugh. There is no feeling like helping people forget about what's happening outside those front

doors and laugh ’til their face hurts. And it's not just the end product. The process of crafting a

character and sniffing out the right timing of a line or a look or a movement to make it as smartly

funny as possible - finding it but then being open to calibrating based on how that specific

audience is responding in the moment - and to get to do it with people who care just as much

and that are a joy to do it with? It's intoxicating and addicting.

What has volunteering at Pull-Tight Theatre taught you or brought into your life?

Theater is one of the great teachers of collaboration and compromise. Putting a show on its feet

takes an incredible amount of teamwork - people who are good at what they do, uniting their

skills and talents together and "pulling-tight" to create something that will not only entertain

people but lead them to reflect on their own experiences and even rethink how they feel about

something. There's true magic in the process of putting together a show, and it has so much to

teach us about how we are so much better together than on our own.

As for what Pull-Tight has brought into your life, I come back to the people. So many wonderful

people - some who have only been in my life for one fleeting show and some who have planted

themselves firmly in my story - but through them and the experiences I've had with them, I have

been gifted with an extraordinary amount of joy.

If you could play any role on stage or in a production crew, what would it be—and why?

Sondheim wrote some of the greatest musical roles, and Bobby in Company, George in Sunday in

the Park with George, and Sweeney Todd are absolute dream roles for me. I would also play King

George III in Hamilton at the drop of a hat. Give me a juicy role in a farce, and I'm on Cloud 9.

Offstage, I love to direct and create a vision and see it through, and I have a couple ideas up my

sleeve for a future season, but I'll keep those close to the vest for now.
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