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PULL-TIGHT PLAYERS THEATRE

Myna 'Slowell

As I begin my term as President of the Board of Directors, I am honored to serve an

organization that continues to thrive both artistically and financially. Community theatre is
nothing without the dedication of volunteers, artists, and patrons, and because of your
commitment, our theatre enters this new season stronger than ever.

There is much to celebrate. Our financial position remains solid, with season ticket sales


https://www.pull-tight.com/
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having exceeded expectations (an 88% renewal rate—largest to date), and we are excited to
welcome audiences back for another year of exceptional productions. Our upcoming season
promises a wonderful mix of laughter, drama, and memorable storytelling.

Behind the scenes, important improvements are underway as well. Our sound and lighting
systems have been completely overhauled with updated equipment. The enhancement of the
technical capabilities will benefit performers and audiences alike for years to come.

As we move forward, we remain committed to the traditions that have served our theatre,
while continuing to look for opportunities to strengthen and improve the experience for
everyone who walks through our doors.

You may have noticed some recent changes to our Board of Directors. Atthe very end of last
season, President Cabot Pyle resigned his position to focus on family health issues. This
resulted in Vice President, Pat Street, serving a very brief term as President of the Board,
which, in turn, resulted in her remaining on the Board during the current season as ex officio.
For personal and business reasons, Carly Gresham then also resigned her Board position.
Given that Pat would already be attending all meetings of the year in the role of ex officio, the
Board followed a previous tradition by filling that vacated seat for one year with Pat as a
member at large. When it comes time for our membership to vote on new Board members in
May of 2027, they will be electing three individuals to fill three-year term seats, and one
individual to fill a one-year term, to finish out the remaining year of the vacated seat.

Thank you for your continued support, enthusiasm, and belief in the power of live theatre.
Whether you join us on stage, behind the scenes, in the audience, or as a volunteer, you are an
essential part of our theatre family. I look forward to sharing an exciting season with all of
you.

BRAVISSIMO!
to the Cast & Crew of Once Upon a Mattress
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“Full of infinite delight, comedy, and heart, Pull-Tight’s
production of Once Upon a Mattress brings so much joy
and laughter to the room. You’ll adore your time in this
whimsical kingdom, brought to life by a dazzling cast
who commit to their characters’ quirks and antics. This
show requires fearless goofiness, strong physical
comedy, and just the right degree of a wink to the
audience-- abundantly showcased by these performers,
all while remaining rooted in their characters’ tender
hopes.

Mattress s artfully silly, but thanks to the direction and
performances at play here, it also lands the plane right
on your heart. This is a story about being yourself in a
frustrating world that might proclaim you’re “too
different”, “too much”, and therefore, paradoxically,
“not enough.“ What a gift it was to watch Fred’s journey,
rooting for her and witnessing her authenticity be her
triumph.

-Relsey keny, The Green Roor
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Tickets on Sale July 27th

AUGUST 7-22, 2026

Tickets will sell out fast!

This musical is based on the true story of the 7,000 airline passengers stranded in Gander,
Newfoundland, after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. The Tony & Olivier Award winning show
celebrates the extraordinary kindness of the small town’s residents who opened their homes and
hearts to the “come from aways,” creating unexpected friendships and a powerful story of
human connection and resilience.

Come From Away is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI).
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MT1.

Pull-Tight Celebrates Season 57

It was a “Night of Firsts” at the Franklin Elks Lodge as we dined, awarded, and honored
our way through the 2025-2026 season. See all the details, including award winners,

photos, and highlight reels from each show by our videographer, Joey Echeverria.
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Call for

Director Submissions

Director submissions for our 2027-2028 season will be accepted August 1
through September 1. Check our website for details.

Mark your calendar to audition for:
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by Cordon Greenberg & Steve Rosen
Directed by Glenn Whelan

OCTOBER 2-17, 2026

Auditions are Monday & Tuesday, August 17 & 18 at 6:30 p.m. We seek a creative crew, open to
gender swapping roles and diversity. All roles require CREATIVE CHOICES and GREAT COMIC
INSTINCTS, great physical comedic ability, various dialects — and a great capacity for fearless,
razor-sharp, melodramatic comedy. Additional sides will be provided during the audition. We
are seeking five individuals of any age and any ethnicity to play many different roles.

Auditions will be held at the Pull-Tight Theatre, 112 2nd Avenue South, Franklin, TN 37064. For
complete audition information, visit our website.

Or—if you can’t commit to a full production right now:

Audition for Readers Theatre

Directed by Cathie Correia Stamps

Our next Readers Theatre will be Ken Ludwig's Twentieth Century, directed by Cathie Correia
Stamps. Auditions will be held on Sunday, August 2nd at St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 510 W Main
St., Franklin, with a one-night performance on Tuesday, August 11th at Pull-Tight. Complete
audition information can be found on our website.
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Beginning last season and continuing into the present season, Pull-Tight has been undergoing
upgrades to our lighting and sound equipment, thanks to a committee chaired by Savannah
Aiello. New sound equipment came on board toward the end of last season, and the new lighting
system, including electrical upgrades, will first be experienced by the audiences of Come From
Away. We are gradually making the switch to more energy and heat-efficient LED lighting.
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What first inspired you to get involved with Pull-Tight, and how long have you been with us?
After college, we were looking for a theatre community to be a part of, and found Pull-Tight
through a simple Google search! Rory auditioned for 7hese Shining Lives in December of 2025,
and got cast in what might be her favorite role to date. She then performed in the Readers



Theatre production of A Piece of My Heart, and is in the cast of Come From Away. Since then, Joel
has gotten to know the community, run lights for Harvey and A Piece of My Heart, and is also in
the cast of Come From Away. We have come to enjoy this cozy theatre and all the friends we have
made doing what we love most!

Can you share a favorite memory or moment from your time here? Something that has been
such a fun experience is getting the call from the director saying, “You got the part!” After the
callbacks for Come From Away, we got home and turned in for the night. We were not expecting a
call that evening, nor were we really sure we’d receive a call at all. That night we had closed our
eyes, and the phone rang. We both sat up and looked at each other. Sarah Kieffner had called to
tell Rory she got the role of Bonnie. After a sweet compliment, she said, “Is Joel there by chance?”
The call was put on speakerphone, and she told Joel he was offered the role of Bob! It was one
thing to be excited to be in the show, but even more exciting that we were going to be doing it
together.

What roles or tasks do you enjoy most when volunteering, and why? We are the type of people
who like to help where we can! Rory is an actor first, so her favorite place to be is on the stage.
Her favorite task as an actor is finding ways to make the process easy for everyone, whether that
is taking off an extra chair or hiding a prop where it will be more convenient for someone to
bring on. Theatre is such a team effort, and she always wants to do what she can to do her part.
Joel likes to do alittle bit of everything! As an actor, he likes to dive into motivation and character
building. As crew, he loves to be involved and be a part of the team. It’s so beneficial to
understand all the different aspects of this art form.

What has volunteering at Pull-Tight Theatre taught you or brought into your life? Volunteering
at Pull-Tight has brought a lot of joy and purpose into our lives. We are reminded why we love
theatre and why we keep coming back to it again and again. It’s not about the role you play, how
many lines you have, or how successful you are. It’s about coming together, telling stories,
embracing individual talents, sharing perspectives, learning—it’s tribal. Getting to perform here
reminds us of those core values.

If you could play any role on stage or in a production crew, what would it be—and why? Joel is
multifaceted and knows a little about everything, but his most ideal position would be as a
director! He loves the process, the building, the method, the dissecting, the caring for his team,
the creating, and everything in between. Rory would love to play the Baker’s Wife in Into the
Woods and Alice in Alice by Heart. Those are her two current favorite soundtracks to sing in the
car. She loves the fantastical aspect of both shows, but the true humanity at the base of each of
the characters. Not to mention that their music and storytelling are incredible!



